RESPECTING THE R OFTTTIRUSS

Dear Prime Minister Putin)

The ALDE group secur%d a paragraph in the"resolution adopted by
the European Parliament; last week on Russia, reminding“the Council
and the High Representatlve of the full array of appropriate_measures
that may be used when faced withisystematic human rights abuses and
failuresto uphold the rule oflaw”.

The paragraph the European Parliament adopted is a political and
diplomatic/ equivalent to fa football referee using his yellow card.
Belarus' and BeIarusmn,Ieaders and officials ;are already subject to
targeted sanctions/such as visa bans and freezmg of assets abroad.

—

European ‘Liberal Democragts believe that respect for.the Rule of Law/in
Russia'isinot onIy a prerequisite for/good reIat|o.r_|s with the European

Umon, ‘but alsoiinithelinterest of Russiaiitself. %}
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Contmued violations' of human rights, poI|t|caI mterference in the
judicial ® \process and the murder! or, dlsappearances of critics and
journalists in recentiyears cast'a darkishadow over; Russm sireputation
in the worId e
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Russm is.‘an important neighbour. and| has- ‘a duty, throughy its
commitments as'a member of the Council of*Europe; to! livelup)to
European:standards of democracy, fundamental rights and the/Rule
of Law 7

Untll it can demonstrate to the outside worId as weII as tolits'own

people, thatit'is living up to these standards, Russia will neverlbecome
a modern, free'society, secure of its place in the global communlty

Genuine frlends of the Russian people are those who are V|g|Iant and
critical when'necessary. It is necessary now. We will continueito'closely
monitor your actions and hold you to account for themuntil discernible
progress is made. pus / \,
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